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INSTR VCTIONS 
AND DIRECTIONS 
zen by His Maieſtie, vnder His 
oreat Seale of England, bearing 


OH : 
date the 9g. day of lanuary 
16 10. 


TO THE MASTER 


and Counlell ofthe Court of 
Vaids and Lwenes. 


Excellent Maieltie. 
Anno Dow. 1610. 
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« By the King, 


Ams s, by the prace 


of (od King of 7 } Eng- 
> land, Scotland, Fi a 


dh eland Defender 
of the taih, Cc. To Ournghttruttic 


and right w ned Coulin ind Coun- 
ſellour Robert Earle of Salisbury,Our High 
Treafourer of i:ngland,and Malter of Our 
Court of Wards and Lueries,and to Our 
truttie and welbeloued Our Councel of the 
ſame Court: and tothe Maſter and Coun« 
cell of the ſaid Court , forthetime being, 
Greeting, Whereas1it doeth appeare by 
cmmon eXPCricnce , 1n the courſe that 


nath bene held fince the firſt erection of 
Aa Our 
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Our Court of Wards and Liucrics, That 
partly by Nlackneſle of the triends ot rhe 
\VLards , vponthe deceaſe of the parents or 
Anceltours ( who haue torborne to otter 
tumnely C ompoliuon , ſometimes with on 
nonthatno Tytlecould be tound tor V< 

and ſometimes with purpole to {up pri C 
iN mm and partly by the {ute or ot! ict 
men z< he Cultody Ot the b 200 R *» ana l. tid 3 
of Our V/ards, have bene commrted to 
luch perſons, ſome for one retpe<t, ſome 
tor another , as (norwithitanding the care 
and proudence ot you the Maſter aud 
Councell of Our Court, to binde them 1 
creat Bonds and Conenants tor the well 
educating ot the Children, and preſerua- 
Gon of their inheritance ) haue bene care- 
leſle ot their education , marricd ſome 1 
meane p:ac2s commirted watts and ſpolles 
vpon their Lands, and in the ende have 
exacted greater fummes ot money , tor the 
marriages of ſuch Vards,then they ought 
to han done, mn reaſon or cquitie ; not- 
withſtanding any their disburſements 
whattocucr tor paſing or procuring the 

ſame: 


a 
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ſame : And whereas V/e have benealfo 
mtormed by you the Maſter ot Our faid 
Court ,that by rcafon of thegreatditficul- 
ties that haue bene tound by the Court, 
vpon fight of Ottices aud Surueyesonely, 
tolet downe con:poltuons tor Vardthups, 
and Leaſes of V/ ards lands,wih fuch CqQua- 
litic and moderation between Vs and Our 
Subiects, as were 1utt and reaſonable ; and 
that through want of due intormation in 
that behalte, much ot the profic that y ou 
would haue raiſed tor Vs, hath bene dwuer- 
ted to divers Sutors and Committees, who 
by obſcuring the trueth of the Wards 
cltare , and by misintorming of the Court 
therein , haue rated greater profite, then 
was intended , it you could by ordinary 
meanes, haue come by the knowledge ot 
their values ; ſo as, both Wee hauereceiued 
lefle then otherwiſe Wee ſhould haue - 
done, and the Wards tound little eaſe in 
many cafes : Wheretore, torthepreuen- 
tins of theſe and the like inconuemiences, 
nd to the ende that Our louing Subiects 


may ſtand afſured,that We defire nothing 
more, 


_— — - ce 
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more, then that their Children and their 
Lands, that ſhall fall ynto Vs by reaſon ol 
\Vard(hip , might aitertheir deceale, bee 
committed to their neere(t and truttie(t 
triends, or to ſuch as they by Will or other- 
wiſe, ſhall commir the charge vnto, vpon 
ſuch valuable coliderations, as are wit and 
reaſonable : And to the intent that the 
Parents and Anceſtours , may depart in 
greater Peace , m hope ot this Our gracious 
tauour ; and their triendes may fee their 
Children brought vp in pietic and lear- 
ning ; and may take ſuch care as is fit, for 
the preſeruation of their mheritance ( if 
they wil ſeckethe fame in time,and by ſuch 
meanes as are fit and coruenient ) Vee 
have thought good hereby to require you, 
the Maſter & Councell ot Our ſaid Court, 
and the Maſter and Councel| of the ſaid 
Court for the tmme being,, that in dif ling 
and committing of the Cultody of the bo- 
dics and Lands otfuch Our Wards, whoſe 
Anceſtors ſhall happen to dic trom and at- 
ter the date of theſe preſents, and of ſuch 
Ideots and Lunatickes, and their cſtares, as 

| (hal! 


OT T— 
a 
anne 


hall fall vato Vs from hencefoorth , you 
ſtnly and caretully obſerue theſe Our 
Directions following, 


I[RST, ThatnoGraunt or promiſe 

bemade of the Cuſtody of the Body 

Or Lands of any Ward,nor any Com- 
poſicion torthe ſame, vatiilthe end of one 
moneth nexc atter the death of the Ance- 
ſtor ot the Ward, to the end that thenee- 
reſt and truſticlt triends ot the Anceſtors, 
or other perſons numinated bythe Ance- 
{torin that behalte, may in the meane time 
become Surtors for the yu among whom 
choice may be made ofthe beſt and fittelt. 


Lo, you ſhall doe your belt endea-+ 

ours, to entorme your ſelte, as parti 
cularly as you may, by Commilsion, Sur- 
uey, or otherwiſe, of the trueth of the 
\Wards Liſtate, alwell of his Inheritance, as 
ot his Goods and Chatrels, and ot the E- 
{tate of thedeceaſed Anceſtour, and of all 
other due circumſtances conlidcrable, to 
the end the Compolitions may be ſuch, as 

B 


may 
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may ſtand both with Our reaſonable Pro- 
fic, & withthe Abilitie of the Heires Eſtate, 


TJHa all Sales and Compoſitions for 
Wardſhipsof the Bodics, and Leaſes 
of Landes , be made by the Malter of the 
ſayd Courr, and by ſuch perſons as are au- 
thorized by Statute inthat behalte. Ne- 
uertheleſle, the Surueyour of the Liuerics, 
EL the Attourney of the Wardes, Receiuer 
and Auditors, orany foure of them , withe 
out the Maſter,may treat with any,to bring 
the ſayd Wardfhips and Lealcs to a price, 
openly in the Councel! Chamber of the 
Courtot Wards, and acquaint the Maſter 
therewith; in whoſe power it ſhall be, to 
allow or diſallow of the ſame, according 
to the laid Statute. 


TH no Wardſhip of the Body or 
| | Land, ſhall. be giuen or granted to a- 
| ny perſon, or athis Suite, in way of ceward 
| . or benefite, bur the belt price and value 

; that ſhall be offered, ſhall be taken to Our 
| vie ; ſo alwayes as the neereſt and truſtie(t 
| friends, 
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friends , orthe perſons nominated by the 
Anceſtour,(they ſecking the ſamein time 
conuenient as atoreſaid , and making fit 
© Offers foric) be preferred, Kar rn? 
tion had ot the Wardes Eſtate, and of all 
due Circumſtances conſiderable in ſuch 
cales. 


Hat Leaſes of Wards Landes be made 

without Fine , tor the beſt improoucd 
yeerely Rentthat ſhall be offered,couſide- 
ration being had of all due Cautions, as 
atorelaid. 
T Hat tellable Woods , and Fines of Co- 

py=holdes of Inheritance, be alſo rea» 
ſonably valewed and demiſed with the 
Landes, for the beſt yeerely Rents asafore- 
lad: with prouifion for the tellable woods, 
that the Leaſlees fell them by fic portions. 


TH the Fines of Copy-holds for Liues, 
be made and raiſed to Our vie, when 

and as often asthe Court ſhal thinke good, 
by certaine particular Commilsioners to be 
B z appoine 


g 
appointed by the Maſter and Councell of 
Our ſayd Court z which Commiſsioners 
ſhall be charged tomake the beſt of ſuch 
Copyholdsto be granted,and truely to an- 
{were vato Vs, ito Our Receipt of Our 
ſayde Court, all fuch fummes as by them 
ſhall have beenereccined ( due conlidera- 
tion being had of their great paines and 
expences) without fraud or coune. 


Hat you doe obſerue the like rules, or- 

ders, cautions, and conl1d-rations , at 
well tor Our profit, as otherwiſe , im com- 
mitting and diſpoling ot the lands, tella- 
ble woods, Fines ot Copiholds ot inheri- 
tance, or for Liues, of ldeots, as by thelc 
preſents are preſcribed for Wards : ref- 
peCtiuely , accordivg to the nature of the 
calc, C1Ung to their triends, that will take 
cha rge of them, ſuch competent allowance 
tor their maintenance our of the cſtate ot 


ſuch Ideots,as the ſame will bearc. 


Vttouching Lunatickes,Let no compo- 
{tion betaken, tor the committing of 


= 


9 
them or their eſtates : but let ſuch care be 
had thercin,as they may be freely commit= 
ted to their belt and neereſt friends, thas 
can recewe no benefit by their death, and 
the Commuttees bound to anſwere,not on» 
lythe values tound by othice, but the very 
jult valew of their Litates, ypon Account, 


tor the benefit of ſuch Lunaticke(ithereco 


uer) or of the next heire ; due regard bein 
had to the paines and charges of luck 
Commaittees,in keeping, maintaining, go- 
uerning, and curing ot the fayd diſtracted 


Perſons. 


Nd further, foraſmuch as We hauea 

good while lince perceiued by youthe 
Maſter of the ſayd Court, that you are nor 
only ready and defirous , toimploy the vt- 
* termoſt of your cares and endeauours, for 
purſuing avd cfteting Our DireCtions,al= 
well ſuch as ſhould concerne the increaſe of 
Our owne Profit, as thoſe that ſhould con- 
cernethe ſalety and preferuatzon of their 
Eſtates, thatare in this ſort ro be protected 
by. Vs; but are likewiſe moſt deſwous in 


B3 this 


this time of Our tneceſLinies, that it 
may appeare, aſwell to the whole world, 
as 1t is fetled in your owne Conſcience, 
that youre reſolued, to forgoc and aban- 
donall chatbenefir, that might heereatter 
ariſe to your ſelte, or to any other, by ſuch 
Fines or Compoſitions ; notwithſtanding 
any thing thathath beene taken , or chal- 
lenged by all the Maſters of the fayd 
Court , by continued Cuſtome , Vic, 
and Preſcnption-euer fince the erection 
thereof: We haue thought good, ando 
VVe docauthorize you heereby , that you 
-giue Order, that euery perſon that ſhall 
proſecute ſuch Compolition,tor the Cuſto- 
dic of a Ward,lIdeot,or Lunaticke,or Leaſe 
of their Land or other Eſtate, ſhall before 
the Schedule or Particular rated, take his 
rall oath in open Court,or by Com- 
miſion, (as the caſeſhall require) that he 
knowes ot nogitt or reward,giuen,or to be 
given to any Officer , or other Perſon 
whartſoeuer, directly, or indirectly, for any 

ſuch Compoſition or Graunt. 
Neuer- 


| 
( 
c 
\ 


IT 


Nfuertheleſle, Wee are well pleaſed and 

contented,that if any Wardſhip,Leaſe 
of land, meane rates before or after tull age, 
now be, or hereatter ſhall bee — 
from V's, or it no ſuit ſhall bee made within 
one yere next after Our Tenants death for 
ſuch Wardſhip or Leaſe; or if ypon ſuite 
made withinthe yeere, an Otfice be tound 


againſt Vs, or the finding of the otfice vne 


— atter the yeere expi- 
red, without wſt cauſe allowed by the 
Court : that in ſuch caſes, the Maſter ma 
admit any fit perſon whatſoeuer, that ſha 
make offer to diſcouer Our right,ſo concea- 
led, or ſought to be ans or ſuppreſled 
| (vpon good martter of proofe ſhewed tor 
Vs, and approued by the Court) to proſe- 
cute the finding, of an Office, and to paſle 
the ſaid 'Wardihip, Leaſe, or meane Rates, 
without reſtraining or binding; the faide 
Court, or the partie proſecuting, to the 
directions aboue mentioned : bur that the 
Maſter of the ſaid Court,may according to 
the parties trauaile, expenſes , aduenture, 
and: ſeruice done vnto Vs, reward him by 
Grant 


- 
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Grant of ſuch Wardſhip, Leaſe, or meane 
Rares, in ſuch ſort, as others may be incou. 
raged to 1m themſclues m the like fer. 
uice,and all dewſesandpractiſes to deceiue 
and detraud V's of Our due and iſt right, 
bee better prevented: Any thiog intheſe 
Our Inſtructions anddirections to the con- 
trary, notwithſtanding, 


Ne» as\We have fo ſuthciently directed 

you, as We make |:tle doubt, but you 
wilbe careful of Our profit,in the execution 
of yourplace : So neuertheles, We let you 
likewiſe know hereby,that ſeeing Our own 
iudgement tels Vs, that there may fall in. 
to..your confiderations many circum- 
ſtances, which muſt guide you m afleſsng 
the Fines for mariages ot Our Wardes, 
ſome ariſing,eicher out of the broken eſtate 
ot the deceaſed, want ot prowtlion for his 
wite, his greatcharge of Sildren VNProulte 
ded for, infirmitie or tenderneſle ot the 
Heire, vncertaintie of the Title, or great- 
nefle ot incumbrance vpon the land, ſoas 
ſome Heire, that may i reſpect of his de- 


grec, 


13 
gree, or blood, or living, in opinion of the 
world, be tudged todelerue a greater Fine, 
then ſome other perſon more obſcure, may 
yetin regard of the cauſes aboue mentio- 
ned, or ſome other of like ſort, be lefie fitto 
haue any great charge laid ypon him : Wee 
Goe theretore, notwithſtanding any thing 
conteined in theſe Our Inſtructions, gwe 
you tull libernie,that as theſe, or any the like 
conſiderations ſhall ofter them(elues vnto 
you, you may vſe that good diſcreuanand 
confcience which 1s fit, m mitigating oraba= 
ng the Fines or Rents, vpon the faide 
Graunts or Leaſes, to the relicte of ſuch ne- 
c2Guies: $0 alwayes as carebe taken, that 
by aay fach preteaces, that profice which 
(ſhould accrue vatovs,be not deziued ro an 
oihers,thatſhal ſecke rodraw torthemſelues 
a Þ.11uate beneft: out of this Oar gracious 


[ * 
care and conhderanion. 


Altly Our i] andpleafure is, and We 
\o hereby dire "| authorrze vou the 
Matter and Counſauile of Our faid Courr, 
and the Maſter and Couaſell of the ſame 
C for 


14 
for thetime being, that with the aduiſe of 
hav berg, Akattants of Qur faid Court, 
yu tearch out and re« 

fraudulent deviſes and practiſes, 
mere pi to bedewſed and put mn vre, to 
deceiue or detear Vs of Qur Vardſhips,or 
Leaſes of Our Wards Lands,or ot any due 
and wit benefic ing vuto Vs,by rea- 
ſonofOur Tenures. In Witneſle whereof, 


Wee haue cauſed theſe OurLetnersto hs 
made Patents. 


Wineſle Our felte at Weſtminſter, the 
9.day of Ianuarie, in the cight yeere of 
Our Reigne of England , France, ard 
Ircland, andef Scotland the toure aud 
undies 
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